Country Day Montessori PTO
Minutes

March 2, 2010

Meeting started at 6:30pm by PTO President Rose Saenz.  She thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  We have a few points of business to get to before we introduce the featured speaker of the evening. 

Secretary, Tricia Love summarized the minutes of the February meeting and asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes.  No changes were indicated.

Nominations committee chair, Kim Williams opened the nomination process by reading the descriptions of the officers, from the bylaws.

a. President. The president shall preside over meetings of the organization and executive board, serve as the primary contact for the head of school, represent the organization at meetings outside the organization, serve as an ex officio member of all committees except the nominating committee, and coordinate the work of all the officers and committees so that the purpose of the organization is served.

b. Vice President. The vice president shall assist the president and carry out the president’s duties in his or her absence or inability to serve. The vice president shall act as the PTO liaison with the Head of school.

c. Secretary. The secretary shall keep all records of the organization, take and record minutes, prepare the agenda, handle correspondence, and send notices of meetings to the membership. The secretary also keeps a copy of the minutes book, bylaws, standing rules, membership list, and any other necessary supplies, and brings them to meetings. The secretary shall send a letter of acknowledgment to all donors giving ten dollars or more.

d. Treasurer. The treasurer shall receive all funds of the organization, keep an accurate record of receipts and expenditures, and pay out funds in accordance with the approval of the executive board. He or she will present a financial statement at every meeting and at other times of the year when requested by the executive board, and make a full report at the end of the year.

Next, Kim opened the floor for nominations for president.  Rose Saenz was nominated by Tricia Love and the nomination was seconded by Gigi Garcia.  Joan Martinez was nominated by Tara Niebergall and seconded by Ms. Susan.  No other individuals were nominated for president.  The floor was opened for vice president nominations.  Joan Martinez was nominated by Rose Saenz and seconded by a PTO member.  Patricia Love was nominated by Gigi Garcia and seconded by Tara Niebergall.  No other individuals were nominated for vice president.  The floor was opened for secretary.   Only one person was nominated for this position.  Tara Niebergall was nominated by Rose Saenz and seconded by a PTO member.  Finally the floor was opened for Treasurer.  Rosie Casillas was the only person nominated.  She was nominated by Gigi Garcia and seconded by a PTO member.  That concluded the nominations, the election will occur at the meeting on April 6th.  Rose reminded us that the floor will be open for nominations until the time that elections occur.

Treasurer, Rosie Casillas gave her treasurers report.  She provided those in attendance with a handout showing the current income and expenses for the PTO.  She showed a PTO balance from February 28th as $2284.77.  We have two outstanding checks totaling $998.77 and one check processed for $ 50. The balance once all the checks clear will be $ 1834.77.

Rose welcomed two new families to the country day school.  She then announced that the 501c3 paperwork is complete, thanks to member at large Mike Hudson. We now have to wait for the government to process the paperwork and let us know about our nonprofit status. We are waiting to hear that the check has cleared to know for certain that they are processing our request.  Our hope is that the process will be complete by the end of the school year or before the next school year starts.

Next we had reports from the various committees.

Rose Saenz, president, reported on the upcoming fundraising events.  The two upcoming events are food sales at the Fiesta and the annual PTO rummage sale.  Volunteers are needed for both events.  We will need volunteers for the actual day of the rummage sale, but additionally we will need volunteers to hold items before the sale.  We plan to start collecting items after spring break (March 22nd) and the Rummage sale will be May 1st.  The fiesta needs volunteers to help sell food.  Additionally, Rose reminded parents that teachers will also need help with their booths at the fiesta. 

Joan Martinez, vice president, reported on the Beautification Committee. The committee is still working on the birdhouses for the forest behind the elementary school building.  They need a timeline from the teachers in order to proceed.  The price per birdhouse has decreased since the last meeting thanks to a parent suggestion.  Additionally the committee is working on the butterfly garden and may need some manpower to help bring it to fruition. The committee is also seeking new or used flowerpots for the garden.  Donations of flowerpots can be made to Ms. Betty of the Kindergarten class.  The Beautification committee will be having a meeting this month, be on the lookout for information regarding this meeting.

Gigi Garcia, member at large, reported on the Library Committee.  The committee is in the process of going through the books and eliminating any damaged, out dated or age inappropriate books. These books will be for sale to help raise money for the library.  They will be sold either at the PTO rummage sale or at a library pre sale before the rummage sale.  There will be more information about this at the next meeting.

Next, Gigi reported on the Hospitality Committee. She reported that we had a good parent appreciation day and thanked all the parents.

Finally we welcomed our Guest Speaker, Dr. Novian.  He thanked us for the opportunity to speak to us and complimented our school.  After presenting us with his qualifications, including a doctorate from St. Mary’s, he began with a history and explanation of neurofeedback.  He then explained how it is being used today.  He gave a brief explanation of ADD and ADHD and discussed the treatment options available to patients with ADD and ADHD.  He explained how he uses neurofeedback in his practice to treat ADD and ADHD.  He showed us brain scans and tests results from patients.  He then asked one of his patients and Country Day School parent, Mr. Casillas to talk about his experience with ADD and Neurofeedback.  Finally he invited Kate Parker, of Parker tutoring, to talk about strategies to deal with ADD and ADHD children. 

Tricia asked for any questions or comments and when none were presented she concluded the meeting.

The meeting ended at 7:45pm

The next PTO meeting will be held on April 6th at 6:30 pm.

