Country Day Montessori PTO
Minutes

January 12, 2010
Meeting started at 6:35pm by PTO President Rose Saenz.  She thanked everyone, including some new members for coming to the meeting.  She explained that Ms. Betty Williams would not be able to attend this meeting, but Ms.  Jennifer is here in her place. 

Secretary, Tricia Love summarized the minutes of the December meeting and reminded all that the minutes can be viewed by looking at the PTO page on the school website.  
Treasurer, Rosie Casillas gave her treasurers report.  She provided those in attendance with a handout showing the current income and expenses for the PTO.  She showed a PTO balance from December as $2749.02.  Recently we brought in $815.50 from salsa, bake and pizza lunch sales.  The December pizza lunch sale brought in $170.87. We have a expenses totaling $814.44.  The balance as of December 31st,2009 is  $1934.58. 
Next, Rose discussed the 501c3, tax exempt/nonprofit status of the PTO.  The forms should be sent off by the end of the week.  The PTO is extremely grateful to member at large Mike Hudson for all the hours of amazing work that he has put in to the 501c3 paperwork.

Next we had reports from the various committees.

Gigi Garcia, member at large, reported on the Library Committee.  She thanked the chairs of the library committee for all their hard work on the library.  She let us know about items that had been ordered and should be arriving soon, including a display shelf for the preschool reading corner and a dry erase board for Ms. Cynthia.  Ms. Betty is ordering additional book shelves for the library, as well.  Gigi announced that the library committee is having its first official meeting on Friday January 29th at 9:30am in the Library.  She invited everyone who is interested to attend.  They will be demonstrating how the reader ware software works and teaching people how to use it.

Mike Hudson, member at large, reported on the Fundraising Committee.  He let all in attendance know about the upcoming fundraising events.  These include Lunch sales on February 22nd and 23rd, fiesta food sales on April 22nd, PTO rummage sale on May 1st and a scholastic book fair May 17th-21st.  The goal of the fundraising committee is to raise $3000, and they are confident that these fundraisers will enable them to reach this goal. 

Shari Lawrence, member at large, reported on the School Beautification committee.  She indicated that the chair of this committee is Clare Hudson.  Shari discussed the success of the work that the committee had done in the fall which included clearing brush from the forest behind the elementary building. There is more to come for this forest area behind the elementary building.  The next project is the class birdhouse project.  Each class (there are 9 classes total) will build a birdhouse to put up in the forest.  The beautification committee feels this should cost approximately $300 to do.  Additionally there is interest in putting in a water feature, although the type of feature and location is still up for debate.  The other project that the beautification committee is addressing is the butterfly garden.  They are looking to plant plants in the first part of March.  They should have chrysalis in the next 4-6 weeks that will be ready to release in May.  The teachers are handling most of this process but may need parent involvement to help with plants and planting.
Tricia spoke on behalf of the Hospitality committee.  The school will be holding two open house events where the public can visit country day school, on January 23rd and February 6th.  The PTO is looking for parents to volunteer to be at the school during these events.  The role of these parents would be to welcome perspective families and answer any questions that they might have.   

Next, the PTO welcomed Ms. Jennifer to speak.  Ms. Jennifer introduced us to the newest teacher at the school, Ms. Sarah Scott.  She is a primary teacher replacing Ms. Rhi who left the school at the end of December to get married.  Ms. Sarah has been teaching Montessori since 1979.  She has taught children ages 2-12 in various cities in Louisiana and Texas.  The staff is already enjoying her expertise and her sense of humor.

Ms. Jennifer also had some notes to pass along from Ms. Betty.  She wanted us to know that Larry Brown will be here on January 30th at 9am to take out the hedge.  The beautification committee will address that.  Also, there have been questions about the schools playground weather policies.  The school policy is that if it is raining, the children will not go out to the playground and if they are already on the playground when it starts to rain, they will go back inside.  If the weather is cold the children will still go out to play.  The school feels that this outdoor play time is important for the children.  Mist is a gray area.  If a parent does not want their child to go out to play, they are welcome to pick them up early.  If there is a medical reason that a child cannot go outside, please contact the school.

Ms. Betty is proposing a change to the school calendar.  The teachers have the opportunity to hear Barbara Coloroso speak on February 5th.  She is speaking about teaching with wit and wisdom.  So, the students would have Friday February 5th off from school and would be in school on Monday February 15th.


On Wednesday January 27th at 9:30 am there will be a parent meeting where Ms. Jennifer will be speaking about the self esteem trap.

Finally Ms. Jennifer reminded us that we are always welcome to call or email Ms. Betty with any questions we may have.

Next we asked those in attendance if they had any suggestions for future parent meeting topics.  Many had never been to a parent meeting and were unsure of what types of topics they address and what has already been discussed.  Two suggestions were made.  One dealt with parents losing jobs in today’s economy and how to address changes in financial status with your children.  The other suggestion was to discuss childhood depression, how to identify it and how to deal with it.

Finally we opened the floor for a question and answer period.  We didn’t have any questions, but Ms. Jennifer made a suggestion.  Her suggestion was to find a way to do “Are you smarter than a ____grader?”  Where the parents would compete against their children,  possibly using questions that the students themselves write.  The PTO board plans to look into a way to put this idea into action.

Rose concluded the meeting by thanking all in attendance for their input and support.

The meeting ended at 7:25pm
The next PTO meeting will be held on February 2nd at 6:30 pm.

