Country Day Montessori PTO
Minutes

February 2, 2010
Meeting started at 6:42pm by PTO President Rose Saenz.  She thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  She announced that the 501c3 paperwork is complete, thanks to member at large Mike Hudson. We now have to wait for the government to process the paperwork and let us know about our nonprofit status.
Secretary, Tricia Love apologized, for misplacing the minutes from January.  She summarized the January meeting with some help from other members who had been in attendance.  The official minutes can be viewed by looking at the PTO page on the school website.  
Treasurer, Rosie Casillas gave her treasurers report.  She provided those in attendance with a handout showing the current income and expenses for the PTO.  She showed a PTO balance from January 31st as $3424.54.  Recently we brought in $29.20 from recycling ink cartridges.  The January lunch sale brought in $509.00. This high profit was due to the donation of food by Rosie Casillas. A parent asked about what the profit would have been had the PTO purchased the food.  Rosie promised to provide the prices of the donated food, so that the PTO can assess the profitability of the lunch sale.  The balance as of February 1st is $3933.54. We have outstanding checks totaling $1648.77.  Once those checks clear the balance will be $ 2284.77.
Next we had reports from the various committees.

Mike Hudson, member at large, reported on the Beautification Committee on behalf of the committee co-chair Clare Hudson. The committee currently had three topics that they are dealing with. First is the fence row at the front of the school was supposed to have been removed last weekend.  Weather conditions prevented this from happening.  The committee is waiting for dryer weather.  The refuse pickup needs to be scheduled a few weeks in advance.  So, at Ms. Betty’s request we set a tentative (weather permitting) date of February 27th for this event.   As always, volunteers are appreciated.   This prompted a member in attendance to ask about the trash along Jung.  Ms. Betty spoke about how she has written Councilman John Clamp and the public works about the trash and the condition of the road.  The road is scheduled to be repaved in 2012, but Ms. Betty has been informed by the Councilman, that it will be brought up at a public works meeting to move this repaving up.  She encouraged parents to call 311 and complain about the road condition and trash.  In addition parents can write to Councilman John Clamp.  Ms. Betty said that she will provide the contact information for John Clamp.  A member suggested including pictures with the letters to the Councilman.
The beautification committee is also working on the birdhouses for the forest behind the elementary school building.  They have looked into pre-made kits at $15/kit and at cutting the wood themselves for $6-8 / birdhouse.  They estimate a total cost of approximately $10 a birdhouse, once the post and all other materials are considered.  They are waiting to hear from Ms. Betty that the teachers are ready for the birdhouses before proceeding further.
Finally the beatification committee is working with a faculty committee on a water feature/ birdbath. Jamie Holder is considering donating a cement birdbath; however there is a question of who would be responsible for maintaining the birdbath.  The committee is also working with faculty on the butterfly garden project.

Mike Hudson also reported on the upcoming fundraising events.  The only event for February is a school lunch on February 22nd and 23rd.  The menu for this lunch has not yet been determined.  Those interested in helping can contact Mike or Jamie.

Gigi Garcia, member at large, reported on the Hospitality Committee.  She reminded us that there is an Open House on Saturday February 6th from 12-2pm.  This is for current and prospective students.  All are invited to check out the next grade level.  There will be parent volunteers and PTO board members present to greet new families and answer any questions.
Next, Gigi reported on the Library Committee. She let us know that the committee has finally met and begun training for the new software system that will catalog all the library books.  The Co-chairs of the committee will be in the library Fridays around 9:30am if anyone has questions or wants to learn more about the work being done at the library.  New items for the library, such as a book cart and dry erase board should be arriving soon.  Gigi spoke about her personal appreciation for the library especially its benefit for the preschoolers.  Most preschoolers do not have access to a school library, so our kids are very lucky to have such an experience.
Next, Ms. Betty Williams, Head of School, was invited to speak to the PTO.   She began by showing us the computers she purchased with the money that the PTO raised.  She was very grateful and said that she was able to get a good price at Wal-Mart and so she will be returning some of the money we gave her.  She is planning on purchasing two more of these computers for the Kindergarten classroom.  These computers will be part of the Spanish program for next year.  The school will be using Rosetta Stone for Spanish instruction in the elementary classes next year.  Ms. Betty thanked the PTO for the school lunches and let us know that she has heard good things from many families about the lunches.  

Upper Elementary students will be attending the Model UN as delegates from Peru.  They leave February 27th and return on March 3rd.  This a great learning and growing experience for the students


Next, Ms. Betty spoke about the school accreditation process.  The accreditation officials that came to the school assured her that it would be official in January.  The school does not yet have the certificate in hand, so is not advertising it yet.  However, if anyone wants to look online they can find that the San Antonio Country Day School is listed as an accredited school.


The school has a new webmaster and is looking to unveil a new website on March 1st.  As for the PTO portion, she would like us to look at bradleypta.org for examples of a good PTA website.  She is developing a new logo which will still have the world, but the world will now be on top of an open book.


Ms. Betty then discussed reenrollment.  She wants us to know how much thought and consideration went into her letter and the rate increases that she had to make for the sake of the school.  She talked about the benefits of the country day school.  Many parents in attendance spoke of the benefits that they feel the school provides.  Ms. Betty wants all families to know how much she appreciates them and wants them and their children to be a part of the school.  She wants anyone who is having problems with the tuition to come speak to her.  She would like to help all of our families find ways to remain at the school.

She announced that Ms. Sarah Scott will be the Kindergarten teacher for the 2010-2011 school year.  Ms. Janette, who is finishing up her Montessori training, will be a primary teacher.  Ms. Nozomi is pregnant and due in August.  Her return in the fall is questionable.

Finally, the PTO welcomed Ms. Jennifer to speak on “The Self-Esteem Trap”.   She passionately presented material from the book “The Self-Esteem Trap”, by Polly Young-eisendrath.  This presentation was a condensed version of the presentation she gave at the parent meeting on January 27th. There will be a second part to this presentation in the future, that addresses what to do about the self-esteem trap.
Tricia asked for any questions or comments and when none were presented she concluded the meeting.
The meeting ended at 8:15pm
The next PTO meeting will be held on March 2nd at 6:30 pm.

