Country Day Montessori PTO
Minutes

December 3, 2009
Meeting started at 6:40 pm by PTO President Rose Saenz.  She thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  She explained that Ms. Betty Williams would not be able to attend this meeting as she is out of town, but she is open for communication via email.  Thank you to Ms. Rhi and Ms. Lori for attending and representing the teachers and the school. Ms. Betty wanted to remind everyone that school pictures need to be ordered by Friday.  She also asked Rose to relay that the school is waiting to purchase the computers that the PTO funded, due to price increases on the desired computers.  If anyone has any information on purchasing computers, please share with Ms. Betty Williams.

Next, Rose discussed the 501c3 status of the PTO. Mike Hudson is hard at work trying to complete the application process.  As he progresses through the process, more questions and issues seem to arise.  Currently he has three pages left to complete.  The hope is that the application will be complete by the end on the year.

Secretary, Tricia Love summarized the minutes of the November meeting and reminded all that the minutes can be viewed by looking at the PTO page on the school website.  
Treasurer, Rosie Casillas gave her treasurers report.  She provided those in attendance with a handout showing the current income and expenses for the PTO.  She showed a PTO balance from November as $2933.52.  Recently we brought in $635.54 from Book fair, recycling, lunch sales and donation.  The November lunch sale brought in $400.00. We have a disbursement of $1000 to the school for the purchase of two new computers.  Once this check clears the balance will be $1933.52. Rose also asked for a member in attendance to sign off on the expense report that she submitted

Rosie also addressed the issue of food sales and the frequency to which we have them.  She discussed the idea of making school lunches a monthly occurrence.  The issue of needing a person who is certified for food service was discussed.  Technically we should have one certified person for each kitchen where food prep is being done.  Several in attendance expressed interest in pursuing the certification.
Vice President, Joan Martinez spoke about the current activities of the committees.  
The School Beautification committee had a work day on November 14th.  All who attended worked hard and cleared a large amount of brush and debris from behind the elementary building.  A bridge was built behind the elementary building as well.  There is more to come for this forest area behind the elementary building including; more clearing, mulching the path and birdhouses built by the various classes.  A dump truck will be coming on Saturday December 5th at 8am to take away the debris that has been cleared.  Anyone who is available to help at that time will be greatly appreciated.  
Gigi Garcia, member at large, reported on the Library Committee.  An area rug and cushions for the primary students have arrived.  The library is scheduled to be prepped and painted December 18th and 19th during school hours.  Ms. Jennifer is still deciding on the paint color.  Everyone who can help is invited to do so.  The committee is also looking for donations of rollers, pans and other painting supplies.  Contact Gigi Garcia if you have any questions.  Gigi also passed out an information sheet about the library project.  The sheet gave the Mission statement and goals of the Library committee along with the estimated costs for each goal.  The total amount needed by the committee for their short term (2009-2010) goals is approximately $676.00 plus shipping costs.
The Fundraising Committee has been quite successful so far with raising funds for the PTO.  Joan passed out a calendar of events which includes the upcoming fundraising activities. 
December 4th 

Fall Festival PTO Bake Sale

December 7th & 8th

School Lunch

January 12th

PTO Meeting

February 2nd

PTO Meeting

February 22nd & 23rd

School Lunch

March 2nd


PTO Meeting

April 6th


PTO Meeting

April 22nd


Fiesta Food Sales

May 1st


PTO Rummage Sale

May 3-7


Teacher Appreciation Week

May 4th


PTO Meeting

May 17-21


Scholastic Book Fair


Next Joan discussed the issue of fund allocation.  She explained that last year we voted on how the money raised should be allocated.  Currently we have two main areas that the PTO is focused on helping the school with.  These are the Library and the school beautification projects.  Joan informed the PTO body that the board was considering allocating $1000 to each project.  The floor was then opened for discussion.  There was an immediate call to vote for the Library project.  The group unanimously voted in favor of allocating $1000 to the Library project.  The group then discussed the need for a clear delineation between what the school is doing and what the PTO is doing and where responsibilities lie.  On the issue of school beautification, there was considerable discussion.  It seemed to be unclear what exactly the PTO would be funding, that is are the PTO funds solely for the forest behind the elementary school, or are they for other projects as well.  The teachers in attendance brought up the desire to see school beautification include the playground.  They would like to see new equipment brought in to replace the older pieces.  They also expressed interest in getting new picnic tables on the playground, so that classes could all sit together and have lunch or do other outdoor activities.  It was the consensus of those in attendance that more information and specifics are needed for the school beautification project.  A vote was called for and total of $400 was allocated to the school beautification.  Another vote can be called for once the PTO receives a more specific plan and monetary need request.
Rose concluded the meeting by thanking all in attendance for their input and support.

The meeting ended at 8:00pm
The next PTO meeting will be held on January 12th at 6:30 pm.

